Swiss development cooperation in Burkina Faso by unknown
Switzerland’s support 
Switzerland has been represented in Burkina Faso 
since 1974 by the Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC). Since 1994, the State Secre-
tariat for Economic Affairs SECO has granted budg-
etary aid and technical assistance to the Burkinabe 
government for its various economic endeavours. 
Switzerland’s 2013-2016 strategy for Burkina Faso 
concentrates on the eastern, central western and 
northern regions. Switzerland is working in food 
security, rural development, basic education and 
vocational training, decentralisation and economic 
development. During the Mali crisis, the Human Se-
curity Division (HSD) of the Directorate of Political 
Affairs (DP) supported the Burkinabe authorities in 
their mediation role within the Economic Communi-
ty of West African States (ECOWAS).
Educational and vocational training: options 
adapted to specific needs 
Switzerland supports various education initiatives in 
order to improve the quality of education, through 
training teachers and creating teaching materi-
als and alternatives to the school system for those 
children and adults who have not had access to an 
education. Switzerland supports the improvement 
of vocational training by working with professional 
services and regional public services. 
A joint fund financed by the state and international 
donors has, since 2012, enabled over 250’000 peo-
ple to receive literacy classes, 60% of whom were 
women, and the distribution of over one million 
teaching documents.
Rural development: more income and better 
food security
To improve the revenues of farmers, Switzerland en-
courages the modernisation of family farms in the 
Switzerland is engaged in four priority areas of 
activity in helping to combat poverty in Burki-
na Faso: food security and rural development, 
basic education and vocational training, decen-
tralisation and economic development in the 
eastern, central western and northern regions.
Context
Despite economic growth of around 6% per annum, 
enhanced by the exploitation of natural resources 
such as gold, cotton and shea, Burkina Faso remains 
one of the poorest countries on the planet (183rd 
out of 186 on the UNDP human development index). 
About 80% of the population lives from subsistence 
cereal farming on family farms. The president of Bur-
kina Faso, in office since 1987, should conclude his 
final mandate in 2015, leading to a period of politi-
cal uncertainty. Civil society and the political parties 
are increasingly active in public debates. Security re-
mains a concern in the north of the country which 
borders Mali.
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equality. Cultural programmes also receive support, 
such as the Carrefour International de Théâtre de 
Ouagadougou (CITO) which has 400 members and 
over 50 companies. They tackle social issues such as 
corruption and the inequalities between men and 
women.
Partners
 › Partenaires suisses: Helvetas Swiss Intercoopera-
tion, Swisscontact, EPFL, Enfant du Monde
 › Partenaires burkinabés: ministères, autorités ré-
gionales et municipales, Réseau des Organisations 
Paysannes et de Producteurs Agricoles, Institut 
2iE, Réseau National de Lutte Anti Corruption, 
Association pour la Promotion de l’Education Non 
Formelle 
 › Organisations multilatérales: PNUD, FAO, PAM, 
BAD
Budget 2014 by theme and source of funding 
(CHF million) 
SDC: Development Cooperation 19.0
SECO: Economic Cooperation 9.0
Total  28
sectors of breeding, market gardening, rice-grow-
ing and wood-alternative forest products. Improved 
production, transformation and commercialisation of 
agricultural products increase food security. Switzer-
land’s financial support to farming organisations en-
ables rural producers to voice their concerns, thereby 
influencing national development priorities. 
For example, since 2007, “farm schools” have 
trained over 8’500 market gardeners, of whom 40% 
were women, to use innovative techniques (irrigation 
systems, sowing resistant cultivars, etc.) leading to 
increased production of about 30%. 
Decentralisation: effective public services in 
remote regions
Switzerland concentrates on strengthening the ca-
pacities of local actors at the regional and munici-
pal level, supporting them in the development and 
management of goods, hydraulic and road infra-
structures. This enables public and private actors 
to improve their skills in the financial, technical and 
practical management of resources necessary for the 
provision of quality public services. Many elected 
female local officials and association leaders receive 
support in order to strengthen their role in deci-
sion-making.
Since 2002, over 300 km of rural access roads have 
been built in the east of the country, opening up the 
outside world to over 500’000 people and creating 
900 jobs during construction.
Multilateral cooperation 
Switzerland works with the FAO and WFP on mat-
ters of rural development and food security and with 
UNDP in the context of certain elections. Switzerland 
also contributes to the African Development Bank’s 
(ADB) water supply and sanitation programmes. 
Transversal themes: gender and culture 
Women are particularly vulnerable to poverty and ex-
clusion. Switzerland’s projects aim to improve gender 
Facts and figures (source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2013)
Surface area  274’000 km2
Population     16.968 millions 
Annual population growth rate (since 1990)    3 %
Life expectancy at birth women/men    56.4 / 54.4 years
Adult illiteracy rate women/men (2005-2011)*  78 / 63 %
Per capita GDP (2012)  634 USD
Proportion of population living on less than USD 2 per day (2009) 72.6 %
New job prospects: the SDC supports 
vocational training adapted to the 
needs of the population.
Productive agriculture: the SDC helps 
family farms increase their profitability.
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* Education for All Global Monitoring Report of 2013/14  
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Quality services: the SDC contributes 
to the construction of rural access 
roads and their management by de-
centralised public services. 
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